Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.017; wR factor = 0.043; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.5.
In the title compound, [CuCl 2 (C 11 H 17 N 3 )], the Cu II ion is fivecoordinated with a distorted square-pyramidal configuration. The three N atoms of the Schiff base ligand and one Cl atom are located in the basal plane, whereas the other Cl atom is apically positioned. 
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Experimental
Crystal data [CuCl 2 (C 11 -dimethyl-N'-[methyl(2-pyridyl) methylene]ethane-1,2-diamine with copper(II) chloride. In the molecule of the complex, the metal ion is penta-coordinated by the tridentate Schiff base ligand and two chloride atoms (Fig. 1) . The geometry of the complex can be determined by using the index τ = (β-α)/60, where β is the largest angle and α is the second one around the metal center. For an ideal square-pyramidal geometry τ is 0, while it is 1 in a perfect trigonal-bipyramid (Addison et al.,1984) . The two largest angels in the title compound are 158.45 (6) 
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were placed at calculated positions (C-H 0.95-0.98 Å), and were treated as riding on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) set to 1.2-1.5 times U eq (C). An absolute structure was established using anomalous dispersion effects; 1021
Friedel pairs were not merged.
Figures Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot of the title compound at the 50% probability level.
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Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds 
